
 Solar radiation has declined by about 10% globally over the last 50 years

 Global Dimming appears to be caused by air pollution of tiny airborne
particles like soot, ash, sulphur compounds and other pollutants,
particularly from aircraft

 This air pollution reflects sunlight back into space, preventing it reaching
the surface.

 Pollution also changes the optical properties of clouds because the
pollution particles seed the formation of a larger number of water
droplets than in unpolluted clouds. This makes them more reflective than
they would otherwise be, reflecting the Sun's rays back into space.

 Scientists are now concerned that dimming, by shielding the oceans from
the full power of the Sun, may be disrupting the pattern of the world's
rainfall.

 There are suggestions that dimming was behind the droughts in sub-
Saharan Africa which claimed hundreds of thousands of lives in the 1970s
and 1980s, in places like Ethiopia. There are disturbing hints that the
same thing may be happening today in Asia, home to half the world's
population.


